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differed from that of Massachusetts in three
particulars: it imposed no religious test for those
entitled to vote, but required only that the
governor be a church member, though it is prob-
able that in practice only those would be admitted
freemen who were covenanted Christians; it gave
less power to the magistrates and more to the
freemen; and it placed the election of the governor
in the hands of the voters, limiting their choice
only to a church member and a former magistrate,
and forbidding reelection until after the expira-
tion of a year. Later the qualifications of a
freeman were made such that only about one in
every two or three voted in the seventeenth cen-
tury; the powers of the magistrates were increased;
and the governor was allowed to succeed himself.
Connecticut was less democratic than Rhode
Island in the seventeenth century and, as the years
went on, fewer and fewer of the inhabitants exer-
cised the freeman's privilege of voting for the
higher officials. By no stretch of the imagination
can the political conditions in any of the New Eng-
land colonies be called popular or democratic.
Government was in the hands of a very few men.
Two more settlements remain to be considered
before a survey of the foundations of New England